| BRITISH NATION. 


Thurſday, June 23. 1709. 


Trades I am now to deſcend to Par- 
K. ticalars, and examine the Heads; asT 


T7 my laft T gave you: the Generals of 


laid them dcwn to'you by Way of Preliml-- 


nary. | 
I am upon the Snbje@'of Commerce, as 
it is generally confider'd ; and the firft, I 
laid down toſpeakr of, was that of People — 
And this comes very i ages 
.to,, while- the Queſtion ſeems particularly 
laid[/befdre ns, in ovr receiving and- fuc- 
couring;*the -poor: Proteſtant Palarime Re- 
fugees that afe come over to us— A Thiog, 
I know, we ſeem already io murmur at, and 
ſome are very diligeot to raiſe Diſcontents 
among us about them— As that they will 
. ' ftarve cur Poor, 'tob the ManufaRurers of 
their Bread, and help to impoyeriſh us.. 


To enter more nicely into this Article 3 
and before I attempt to mention what ſhould - 
or. what may be done with them, I-thiok; 
'tis very needful- to examine a little, what - 
we mean, when we ſay, that People are a 
Treaſure, and that the Strength ang Riches-. 
of a Natiog conſiſts in the. \ earch of its 
Inhabitants. 

I know, when- the late A of Pirlia-- 
ment for Naturalizing Foreign Proteſtants - 
was paſſing, .it was a common ObjeRion, . 
and ſome People thought themſetyes witty. 
uper the Sube,. in ſaying, that all che 
Beggars of Europe would come over hither. . 
—And now they-alledge, here is- the- Ex-.- 
periment made, and that in Time we ſhal 
drain alt Germany of their Poor= 

Tt 


[ 138 ] 


T ſhall meet with all theſe ObjeAions in my 
Way az I go on, without being oblig'd to 
form them again, and ſpeak to them in di- 
fin Heads, _— 

To examine, whether this be a Grie- 
vance or an Advantage, it will be neceſſary 
to enquire, 


T.'\ How the Encreaſe of People is our 
Wealth ? | | 
"IT. Whether is: Addition of POOR People 
are redily Advani ious ? 
HI. Whzrher England really wants Peofl 
or not ? 


I. How the Encreaſe cf People is our 
Wealth ?. It is au old and often dee 
' monfirated Argument, and I need ſay bat 
little to it—— Every labouring Man is an 
"'Encreaſe to the publick Weath, by how 
muci, what he gairs by his Labour, amounts 
'to more than H= or his Family eats or con- 
' fgmes—— For every Encreaſe is an Article 
in the Credit of the General Stock 
And for this Reaſon, I ay, it is an Addition 
to the publick Wealth to have the Price of 
Labour dear; of which hereafter. 

Every labouringMan then, however poor, 
encreaſes the publick We<alth-— Noe is it 
* enough to ſay, that the publick Stock js the 
Gamez for that what A. gains, B. pays, and 
it is ſtill all in the Kingdom, both A. and B, 
being Members and Reſidents of the whole 
Body ——— For ftill the Circvlation is the 
Wealth— And every Body eacreaſes the 
'Valae, till the lat Conſumer pays it —— 
And this almoft in every Article of Trade 
falls upon Foreiga Export z but be it that 
it were at home, yet the Profit is the ſame 
Thing, as it encre3ſes the Value of the 
Thing, .and that encr-as'd Value is an Ad- 
dition to our W-21-*,, it is an Advance -up* 
on the gen->ral V:iuati-:: of all Things a- 
mong uz, and tet it ſeem to be tapon our 
ſelves alune, yer it js evident, it'is ujon 
every Thing, and mat ar laſt affeft every 
Part of Trade - The DomcRick nd 
the Foreign d-pend upon one another 5 ;2110d 
ter them be what they will, they give new 
Valuz to every Thing advanc'd tdhove what 
it was before, and thit Thi:g ſb advan;c'd 
wil} purchaſe any Thing in the World at 


the advanc'd Price IT ſpeak of, whether 
there be an intrinfick Value or no. 

I think therefore this muſt be plain, what 
ever Value we can put upon oar Labour, 
which we can make our Neighbours: pay, 
muft be clearly our Gain. | 

AS it is in the Value of Labour, ſo is it 
to the Quantity ; if the Labour of the In- 
duftrious is our Gain, 'thcn the. more vf 
theſe induſtrious People, the more Gaib, 
with this one Proviſo, that there is Labour 
enough to employ them z and this is an En- 
quiry by itſelf, in examining, which I thall 
make no Queiiion to prove, that there is 
no Want of Work in England for the Iita- 
bitants, but evidently the contraty. 

The Encreaſe of People 'is then our 
Wealth, by the Improvement apon their 
Labour; but they are profitable another 
Way till, and thit is, as they make Labour ; 
for be they never ſo poor, they muſt eat, 
and be cloth'd, and live in Houſes | 
And this briogs in the ſecond Equiry abovye- 
mention'd.” 


Il. Whether av Addition of P 00 R People 
ere really Aduantagious ? 


Beggary and Sloth, I aliow, is bringing 
in a Diſeaſe upon us —— And that is not ous 
Cafe; theQneftion is, whether an Addition 
of People-he wn Advantage to us, tho? they 
are all POOR, My Anſwer i ſhers, Poor - 
and Induftrivus are,Pcnr, and Slothful or 
Begging are 9t—Let the M21 that labours 
be never {» poor, be is fel wm Hrre is a 
Help.ro the Employment of Land for the 
Produce of Corn. and Cattle=«-Xe zeclotÞ'd ; 
there is the Conſumption-of the Wrol, 2:14 
the Enccreafſe of Labour ; ſo, that be the 
Man never ſo poor, he Is ſome» ing, an 
Encreaſe to the Confamption, to the La- 
bour, and by Conſequerce to the» Wealth 
of the Nation, ; | 

tf we: had tooooo of theſe: poor People 
here, 'be 'it that they wrought their own 
Maovfa@ures, made their cwn Houſbold- 
Stuff and Cloches —But this is certain, chey 
do: net produce the Corn they eat, oc the 
Woal they work with. This is the Produce 
06 the Land, -and this is clzar Gain tothe 
Publick, becauſe fome is conſum'd chat was 
not confum'd before— However:poor theſe , 
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People may be, if they are but induftrious, 
they are your Gain, and muſt be fo, while 
you have a Foot of Land uncultivated, or 
a Pound of Wool unwrought in the whole 


Nations, 


The Jaſt Queſtion is, Wheth:r England 
really wants People or nos ? — And this, I 
think, . will be beft anſwer'd by another 
Queſtion z Is there any Land inEnglard that 
is cot. improv'd to the beft Advantage 2 — 
If you improve Land at all, you muft have 
-more People to do it with, or elſe you muſt 
prove, that the Lands in England are capa- 
| bleof no fartberEmploymest z which, I be-. 
lieve, no Body will pretend to. 

It remains to enquire, in what our Want 
of People appears, and I hope to make it 
clear $0. you all, tho* methiaks any that 
have view:'d the Face of England, might be 
able to ſatisfie themſeiyves—— Withou: my 
Help —— But one ſays, we want no Peo- 
ple in our Country 5 another ſays, we have 
a great many People in cur Country want 
Employment ; a Yorkſhire Man fays, all our 
People run vp to you in the South for Want 
of Employment; a Colcheſter Man, or a 
Nor wich, or a Canterbury Nan tells me, we 
have (ach a vant Number of People with'us, 
that if there be bat a little Stop upon Trade, 
they are ready tv eat up one anuiacr, and 
the likes | 

Lec me examine theſe 2-part — And 
firt I muſt lay ic dow:. as 2 Fundamental, 
whecher in M-:nufsc ire or Hucbandry, if 
there is any Land anemploy'd, or avy Trade 
unattempted— It i: either ant of People, 
or Waerit of Scocks, that'is. the Occaſion of 
itz !amloth to put ia the Words Sloth or 
Ignorance, for it is manifeft, we do not 
want Induftry or Knowledge in Improve- 
ment in England, if we have either Hands 
to do it, S'vck zo compaſs it, or a ProſpeR 
of Adyntage by doing it. 

Now, have we an' Grievance in our 
Trade at home, but what Bucreaſe of Pec- 
ple woyld redceſs? Is. your Prodace of 
Carn. or Cattle too great ? —Tho' thar be 
an abſurd Notiou in the main-——But is 
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ngt. remedy'd by the Enerczſe of People tg 
conſume it==— is the Quauiity of Wool in 
Britain tg0 great ? Tho'that is a Complaint 
equally fooliſh-—— But it is not for Want 
ot an Eacreafe of People tv wear it. 

Upon a ratioval Conjefture 1 may allow, 
that every ſingle Perſon living at the com- 
mon Rate of Pl:aty 1n England, eſpecially 
here un the South, conſumes in Fuod two 
Quarters of Wheat, four Quarters of Bar- 
ley, five Quarters of Peas or Beans Green, 
a Bullock, ſix -Sheep, two Calves, and a 
Hog, and a hundred Pound of Batter, or 
Cheeſe, or Milk, in 4 Tear; beſides Fowls, 
Fiſh, Fruit, and Gard2n-Stuff. ; 

Now to examine, how much Land the 
Proportion of this will employ, is pretty 
difficult to do nicely; but i believe, I ſhall 
be allow'\{ not to exceed ; if I ſay, the Corn 
Part, according to a middling Crop, will 
take up two Acres, the Feeding Part for the 
Produce of the Cow, atleaſt an Acre, and 
for the Fleſh, at leaſt two Acres more. 

Now, left I ſhould be thought to calcu- 
late extravagantly upon our Food, as if all 
England liv'd as iuxuriantly as we do here 
in che South; or'az if the Poor liv'd as 
plentifully as the Rich, tho' jt is manifeſt, 
car poorer Sort (I dowe mean the miſerable 
Pocr) but the working Poor, live in a man» 
ner that does not leſſen the Conſumption z 
for if the-Rich, who live in Plenty, eat more 
Fleſh, B-cf, Mutton, Veal, &:, the Poor 
agtin eat more Milk, Butter, and cſpeci- 
2lly Cheeſe—[f the Rich eat more Pies and 
Puddings, the Poor cat more Bread—If the 
Rich drioks more Wine, the Poor general- 
y drink rgorce Strong: Beer 3 and the Con- 
_— of we is not the leſs. 

ut to *yoid all -poſible Cavils at m 
Calcula: 1, which'perhapsT may yet mak 
more exatt in my next, I'll take it at near 
balf the Quantity 5 and cafting the Con- 
ſumption of Feod, and the Ranks of Prople 
ivto a Medium, I believe, whoever knows 
theManner ot ourliving in £yglavd one with 
another, wil allow my Calculatioa to be 
modeft, and rather oyer than under- 
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